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directed by a French renegade, De Rosne, a Marshal
of Mayenne's fashion, and a man of remarkable skill
and daring, to whom Fuentes had owed the successes
of the previous year. Acting by this man's advice,
the Cardinal-Archduke sent detachments to make a
feint in the direction of La Fere, and marched the
bulk of his forces rapidly on Calais.

On April I4th the King was startled to hear that
the enemy had stormed the outworks of that town.
Within twenty-four hours he was on the march with
his cavalry and some light infantry. Bad news met
him on the way. The Governor of Picardy, the
Count of St. Pol, had been driven back by a furious
storm when near the mouth of the harbour with re-
inforcements. No sooner were the walls of the town
breached, than the inhabitants, fearing the fate of
Doullens, compelled the Governor and garrison to
retire into the citadel. But that also was defended
with little perseverance or courage. The victors
acquired a vast booty, in addition to the possession
of a stronghold not less useful for their designs
against England than as a basis of operations in
Picardy.

Queen Elizabeth had once more overreached her-
self by trying to take advantage of her neighbours'
necessities. The Spaniards had captured the port
which commanded the narrow seas almost in sight
of a powerful armament collected at Dover under
the command of Essex, In a few hours 16,000
English might have been landed on the French
coast, a force sufficient to have compelled the hasty
retreat, or to have secured the defeat, of the Arch-